Email from Margaret Pinson (NTIA) sent to mmtest reflector on March 3, 2008 during Kyoto VQEG / JRG-MMQA meeting.

Re: Three impacts of removing the common sequences from data sets prior to data analysis.

Dear Colleagues,

Please consider the following three impacts of removing the common sequences from data sets prior to data analysis (or analyzing the common set separately):

1. The MM test plan requires secret SRC and secret HRCs in every test.  Because we had difficulty locating sufficient secret SRC and secret HRCs, agreement was reached as stated in section 4.1.7: “The common set of PVSs will include the secret PVSs and secret SRCs.” If the common set are removed from tests prior to data analysis, then some scene pools will have secret SRC and secret HRCs, but not all. 

2. MM test plan section 6.3.4 requires “that where pausing with skipping and anomalous frame repetition is included in a test then source material containing still sections should form part of the testing.”  One SRC was put into each common set to meets this constraint.  No other SRC meet this constraint.  Thus, by removing the common set from each dataset, this MM test plan constraint will not be met for any data set.  

3. The MM test plan requires 6 content types in each experiment (see section 4.1.7, “The SRCS used in each experiment must cover a variety of content categories as defined in Section 6.2. At least 6 categories of content must be included in each experiment.”)  This constraint was difficult to meet.  To increase the number of content types in each experiment, a variety of content type SRC were inserted into the common sets, with an emphasis on content types that were poorly represented (e.g., advertisements, cartoons).  Removing common sets from data sets prior to data analysis will reduce the number content types represented in some tests below the mandatory minimum in the MM test plan. 

The impact of these alternate constraints should be considered.
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